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Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Non-Compliant Appeal Brief dated December 13, 2007, having 
one-month shortened statutory period for response set to expire on January 13, 2008 (Sunday), 
reconsideration is respectfully requested in view of the enclosed Corrected Appeal Brief 
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Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

One exemplary embodiment of the present invention as recited in claim 1 is directed to a 
porous multilayered hollow fiber comprising a supporting layer constituted of an expanded porous 
polytetrafluoroethylene tube (PTFE) (Figure 2, element 11; page 22, lines 1-3), and a filtration layer 
including a porous polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) sheet formed by expanding a resin uniaxially or 
biaxially apart from the supporting layer (Figure 2, element 12; page 22, lines 3-4; page 16, lines 8- 
1 1), the filtration layer being adhered to the outer surface of the supporting layer to form a 
multilayered body (Figure 2), and pores in the supporting layer three-dimensionally communicating 
with pores in the filtration layer (page 17, lines 8-11), wherein pores surrounded by fibrous 
fi-ameworks in the filtration layer are smaller than those of the supporting layer (page 23, lines 9-11), 
and the mean maximum length of pores (L) in the outer surface of the filtration layer is designed such 
that (X) and (Y) fall within the range defined by plotting the following 10 points on the XY plane, 
where (X) is a particle diameter of particles captured when the particle trapping ratio is equal to or 
more than 90 % in the case where the filtration is done under an elevated pressure of 0.1 MPa, and (Y) 
is a value designated as RFL obtained by dividing (L) by (X), that is, (Y = L/X): (X, Y) = (0.055, 2) (1, 
1.5) (2, 1) (5, 0.5) (10, 0.3) (10, 4) (5, 6) (2, 10) (1,15) (0.055, 25) (Figure 1; page 14, line 13 - page 
15, line 3). 

Another exemplary embodiment of the present invention as recited in claim 6 is directed to a 
manufacturing method of a porous multilayered hollow fiber comprising the steps of affording an 
unevenness of 20-200 \xm to the outer surface of a porous expanded polytetrafluoroethylene tube by 
flame treatment, laser irradiation, or plasma irradiation (page 21, lines 4-13; page 28, lines 14-19; 
Figure 8(a)); lapping a porous expanded resin sheet around the outer surface of said porous expanded 
polytetrafluoroethylene tube (page 29, lines 1-4; Figure 8(c)); adhering said porous expanded 
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polytetrafluoroethylene tube and said porous expanded resin sheet together by providing a load thereto 
after or during such lapping process (page 29, lines 5-10; Figure 8(d)); and sintering such adhered tube 
and resin sheet so as to unite them into a unified body (page 29, lines 11-16). 
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REMARKS 



The Notice of Non-Compliant Appeal Brief objects to the "Summary of Claimed Subject 
Matter" portion of the Appeal Brief. It is respectfully submitted that the corrected portion of the 
Appeal Brief submitted herewith obviates this objection. Accordingly, review and consideration of the 
Appeal Brief is respectfully requested. 

Having fiilly and completely responded to the Office Action, Applicant submits that all of the 
claims are now in condition for allowance, an indication of which is respectfully solicited. If there are 
any outstanding issues that might be resolved by an interview or an Examiner's amendment, the 
Examiner is requested to call Applicants' attorney at the telephone number shown below. 



Respectfully submitted. 




McDERMOTT WILL & EMERY LLP 



600 13'*^ Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3096 
Phone: 202.756.8000 SAB:MWE 
Facsimile: 202.756.8087 
Date: January 14, 2008 



Please recognize our Customer No. 20277 
as our correspondence address. 
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